[Assessment instruments used in rehabilitation].
Nowadays the word assessment is commonly used in the field of health, but what aspects does it cover in rehabilitation medicine? This paper presents conceptual and operational approaches to the assessment of patients suffering from functional limitation. These systems of assessment either represent a global approach--considering patients' activities of daily living--or have been specifically elaborated for a category of patients such as those with quadriplegia. However, such instruments pose problems of validity, construct validity, sensitivity and easy use. While advanced approaches exist for improving assessment of clinical follow-up in rehabilitation, we have also to consider the difficulty of combining objective assessment of functional abilities with measurement of perceived or felt handicap from the treated patient's point of view.